
CEAD PLEAN�ALA �A LORG AG FILESA tseanracht, nuair a bh�� gradam ag baint le ceird na �l��ochta, n��orch�as do na �l�� go raibh p�atr�uin acu bheith buartha i dtaobh an laeam�airigh. Ach d�ala gach aon ghairme, n��or �eirigh ach le cuid den d�aimhan barr a bhaint amach, agus an uair is fearr a bh�� an saol ag na h�eigseis baolach go raibh cuid acu n�a raibh ach ag tarrac an tsn�atha. Ar ball,nuair a bh�� an saol Gaelach titithe as a ch�eile, n�� raibh maireachtaint athuilleadh ar an gceird ag aon duine in aon chor de na �l��, mar n�a raibhmeas n�a tuiscint ar an s�ort san ruda ag na bodaigh `gan i�ul gan aithne'a bh�� anois in uachtar. Is baolach gur m�o duine go raibh breall air, f�emar a bh�� ar Aog�an �O Rathaille an uair �ud a chuaigh s�e ag triall ar SirValentine Browne { `an �ach iasachta' a `shi�ul ar cheart na gCarrthachgcaoin', agus n�a fuair s�e mar thoradh ar a iarratas ach `�earadh, eiteachagus l�an-di�ultadh'. Ach bh�� toradh eile ar an eachtra san: ceann de nahaoir is fuaimeat�ula d�a bhfuil againn sa Ghaeilge.d�ath �o hiarlaithe agus an ridireNuair a th�ainig an Ridire Seon Colltais (Colthurst) i seilbh an east�aiti mBaile Bhuirne a bh�� le cianta ag muintir Iarlaithe, n�� doicheall n�adoth��os a thaispe�ain D�ath �O hIarlaithe dh�o ach rud ab fhearr a oiri�un�odhan �oc�aid, dar leis. Bh�� s�e de ch�ail ar an mhuintir ch�eanna n�arbh fh�eidiriad a chur chun feirge, agus d�a chomhartha san n��or dh�oigh leat ar annd�an a cheap D�ath don Ridire n�a go rabhadar t�ogtha go br�ach leis anngaisc��och �r a bh�� tagaithe ina measc.1 Ach p�e br�� a bhain Colthurst asan gcaint { m�a shrois s�� riamh chomh fada leis { n��or dhein s�� an bheartdo mhuintir Iarlaithe, agus b'�eigin d�oibh baili�u leo.donncha b�an agus sir georgeN�� fearr a d'�eirigh le Donncha B�an �O Loingsigh leis an gc�ead Ridireeile a th�ainig san �ait. Bh�� Doins��n B�an (mar a tugta�� air cois baile) imbarra na bhFoithre `ar imeallaibh arda' an east�ait, agus �e ag adharc�ailleis an saol a' d'iarraidh bheith ag d�eanamh c��osa don Ridire. Ach bh�� ansaol ag dul dian air { riar�aist�� troma c��osa th��os ina choinnibh i leabharan tseana-thiarna nuair a thug seisean an t-east�at d�a mhac, Sir George,i gcaoi go raibh Doins��n bocht in ionachruth an deal�uis cheana f�ein nuaira th�ainig an Ridire nua i gceannas.Duine leice, drochshl�ainteach ab ea an fear san, agus mar bharr ar adheacrachaibh bh�� cos mhaide f�e. Shocraigh Donncha B�an ina aigne n�arbhfearra dh�o seift n�a dul i muin��n na �l��ochta, ag brath air go mbogfadhsan Sir George chun a raibh ina choinnibh a mhaitheamh d�o:1Col�aiste Ph�adraig, Maigh Nuad, LS M 9, lch 336.Celtica 21 c
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cead plean�ala �a lorg ag file 457D�e bheatha-sa, a Ridire, �o fhillis it' shl�ainte,is mise le sp�as i ng�atar mh�or,a' brath ar tu fhiscint go ndineath�a sc�athdo dhuine mar t�aim gan �ait n�a tre�o: : : :'S�e air��m ag gach duine de thuiscint �a r�agurb �e an Ridire �e is fearr d�a dt�ainig f�os,go mb��onn baraille is �che ag an Muileann a' t�al donuair a thigeann an r�aib den �ardfhuil ch�oir: : : :2Ach d'ainneoin gur chuir Se�an M�aistir �O hIarlaithe B�earla ar annd�eant�us n��or bhog san �e. N��or mh�o an meas a bh�� ag an mac ar an �eigsen�a mar a bh�� ag an athair roimis, agus caitheadh Donncha bocht amachas an bhfeirm. Ach mar sh�asamh d�o f�ein, bheartaigh s�e athch�or�u a churar a dh�eant�us agus an fh��rinne lom d'insint an babhta so. Thosnaighs�e air, agus le casadh a thabhairt don chaint tr��d s��os n��or fh�ag s�e fu��ollc�ainte ar an Ridire bhocht { agus n��orbh �e a dhear�ud an chos mhaide abh�� f�e a lua:T�a a cheathr�una briste 's a chosa t�urn�altha {'s�e an Ridire �e is gr�ainne th�ainig f�os!3domhnall �o heichthiarainn agus riobard nuinseannIs trua n�a fuil ach f��orbheag�an eolais againn i dtaobh na beirte lenambaineann an d�an at�a i gcl�o anso againn. T�a s�e le f�ail ar bhilleog aonairimeasc na bp�aip�ear at�a ag deireadh an Duanaire Nuinnsinigh (ls G 992sa Leabharlann N�aisi�unta).4 �Os �e an tOllamh Brian �O Cu��v is fearr athug cuntas d�uinn ar an l�amhscr��bhinn ch�eanna, is cu�� go nd�eanfainn ant-alt so a thiomnadh dh�o ar an �oc�aid seo.5Is garbh teimhealaithe an bhilleog�� agus n�� fuiriste an t�eacs a l�eamhin �aiteanna uirthi. Ar a c�ul t�a an n�ota so scr��ofa ag duine �eigin: `Thisappears to have been written for Robert Nugent who died in 1770'. Der�eir ph�aip�eir�� mhuintir Nuinseann at�a cl�araithe ag an Sir John Ainsworthsa Leabharlann N�aisi�unta (`Reports on private collections', uimh. 166),fuair an Riobard so b�as ar an ocht�u l�a d�eag de mh�� Ean�air na bliana1770, agus �e 66 bliana d'aois. Ar an gc�uigi�u l�a de mh�� Dheireadh F�omhair1703 a rugadh �e; ph�os s�e Anastatia Lincoln sa bhliain 1740, agus ceapadh�e ina Chaptaen ar an Cavan Militia Regiment of Foot sa bhliain 1756,ach is beag eolas fairis sin at�a le f�ail ina thaobh.2T�a cheithre v�earsa den d�an so i gcl�o ag S. �O Cr�oin��n agus D. �O Cr�oin��n (eag.),Seanachas Amhlaoibh �I Lu��nse (Baile �Atha Cliath 1980) 300{301.3ibid., 302. Geofar an `ch�ead leagan' den v�earsa so ag D. �O Ceoch�ain (eag.),Saothar Dh�amhsgoile Mh�usgraighe (Baile �Atha Cliath 1933) xvii.4T�a tr�acht gairid d�eanta agam ar an l�amhscr��bhinn seo: `A poem to Toirdheal-bhach Luinneach �O N�eill', �Eigse 16 (1975{6) 50{66.5B. �O Cu��v, The Irish bardic duanaire or `poem-book' (R. I. Best Memorial Lec-ture, Dublin 1973) 11{14.



458 d�aibh�� �o cr�oin��nMar leis an bh�le, n�� f�eidir a thuairimi�u ach go mb'fh�eidir gurbh �ean Domhnall �O hEichthiarainn c�eanna �e go bhfuil p�eire d�an luaite leis igcl�ar na l�amhscr��bhinn�� san Acadamh R��oga: Mo thurruinn chreach moridire anshiar �o'n ngleann (23 G 20, lch 172) agus M'ochl�an-sa Tom�asf�a dh��on san bhfeart (23 N 4, lch 40; 23 M 14, lch 371; 23 N 12, lch 138).`Do Ridire an Ghleanna Tom�as Geanc Mac Gearailt' a cumadh an d�adh�an san. Is maith an d�oigh gurb �e an Domhnall c�eanna at�a i gceist sabhar�antas a scr��obh Aodh Bu�� Mac Cruit��n .i. an reathaire r�aim�eiseachd�a ngoirthear D�onall �O hEachiarainn.6Is l�eir gur Muimhneach gurbh ea Domhnall �O hEichthiarainn ach n��f�eidir su��omh na teangmh�ala a dheimhni�u �on nd�an, mar n�ach leor dethreoir an t-aon �aitainm at�a luaite ann .i. L�eim Chon. Bh�� brainse de naNuinseannaigh lonnaithe l�aimh le cathair Chorca��, ach n�� heol d�uinn aonbhaint a bheith ag �einne acu le L�eimChon naMath�unach in iarthar theasna contae sin. Tharl�odh gur ciorr�u ar L�eim Chon Chulainn .i. CeannL�eime i gContae an Chl�air, at�a i gceist, agus go gcialla��onn `�o L�eimchongo taoide' an r�eimse thart ar bh�eal na Sionainne chomh fada suas lecathair Luimnigh. (N��orbh aon `�acha iasachta' sa d�uthaigh sin Ridir��an Ghleanna n�a muintir Eichthiarainn ach chomh beag.) I gcontaethana hIarmh�� agus an Chabh�ain a bh�� pr��omh�aitreabh na Nuinseannach,ach n�� m�oide go raghadh an �le chomh fada san �o thuaidh leis an dtagairtdo Chl�ar Luirc.P�e gleann �e si�ud go raibh a thriall ag Riobard Nuinseann air is cos�uilgurb ann a bh�� c�ona�� ar an bh�le an tr�ath san, agus is deimhin gursh��l s�e n�arbh fhearr �oc�aid d�o `cead iml��neach' a lorg ar an dtiarna nuan�a i ndeireadh an d�ain fh�ailtithe. L�eim Chon an t-aon �ait amh�ain at�aluaite sa d�an, agus c�e n�ach eol dom aon �ait den ainm sin sna ceantair goraibh baint ag muintir Nuinseann leo n�� hionann san is a r�a n�a f�eadfadha leith�eid a bheith ann. Ach nuair n�a raibh aon bhaint ag RiobardNuinseann le Contae Chorca�� n�� m�oide go raibh aon n�� a th�ogfadh chomhfada san as baile �e.N�� ar a fheabhas mar litr��ocht is m�o a chuirfeadh duine suim sa d�anso, ach mar dheimhni�u air go raibh duine eile in �ait eile gurbh fhi�uleis dul i muin��n na v�earsa��ochta Gaeilge ag brath ar rud �eigin a fh�ail�o thiarna tal�un. Murab ionann agus na Colthursts, t�a ana-sheans gurthuig Riobard Nuinseann na v�earsa��, agus ba dhual sinsear d�o san, igc�as n�ach aon �aibh�eil ag an bh�le a bhfuil r�aite aige ina thaobh san.Ba mh�o go m�or an d��ol molta ag �l�� na Gaeilge iad na Nugents n�ana Colthursts, agus ba dhoimhne a bh�� na pr�eamhacha curtha acu idtalamh na h�Eireann. N��orbh annamh ag troid iad ar thaobh na nGael,agus mar leis an dteangain de is leor beirt acu a lua: Uilliam, a chum6P. �O Fiannachta (eag.), An Bar�antas (M�a Nuad 1978) 119{22. `Siar go L�eim'at�a ag an bh�le f�e dh�o: l��nte 150 agus 156; feic `�o L�eimchon go taoide' ag an bh�les'againne, l��ne 15. T�aim f�e chomaoin ag an Eagarth�oir, a thug an tagairt seo dhom.



cead plean�ala �a lorg ag file 459Diomb�aidh triall �o thulchaibh F�ail7 agus a raibh ardmheas ag GiollaBrighde �O hEoghusa air;8 agus Criost�oir a chuir an ch�ead Teach yourselfIrish le ch�eile don Bhanr��on Eil��s timpeall na bliana 1570.9N�� �os d�uinn an bhfuair Domhnall `ceart sl�� both�ain' �on Nuinseann-ach, ach n�� haon drochchomhartha �e gur coinn��odh an t-iarratas gotaiscithe �o shin ar thaobh na fothana den Duanaire Nuinseannach. N��haon �eag�oir �e a r�a n�a raibh aon bhreith mar fhile ag Domhnall ar Dh�ath�O hIarlaithe n�a ar Dhonncha B�an �O Loingsigh, gan tr�acht ar Aog�an�O Rathaille. Ach t�a s�e r�aite go roinneann Dia na subh�ailc��, agus bh�� s�ed'�adh air n�ach aon fhiach iasachta a casadh air ach duine de na f��oru-aisle. D�a mbeadh s�e de rath ar mhuintir Iarlaithe gur duine acu san achuirf�� ag triall orthu is r�o-dh�ocha go mairfeadh an Ch�uirt �Eigse tamalleile i dTigh na Cille.N��l dabht n�a gur �o l�aimh an fhile f�ein don scr��bhinn agus n�achathch�oip �� ach an bhunch�oip a scr��obhadh s��os le linn a cumtha, margo bhfuil roinnt mhalairt leagan tr��d agus roinnt fhocal scriosta amach.Ar chiumhais na billeoige, �o bhun go barr, at�a an v�earsa ceangail scr��ofa,agus n�� miste a r�a n�a gur feidhmi�uil an focal scuir �e.AG SO CHUIM RUIBIRD NUINSINF�ailte agus m��le do Ruibeard gheal Nao��nsin's�e seabhac mear gnao��gheal na f�eile,t�a calma cro��dhbhuil, gan bhasdul gan ch��nnteacht,4 's�e t'ainmse sao��rfhlaith na daonacht.Aitchim ar Ao��sa gur fada gan d��th th�ugan sgaipe gan sgao��le dod ghaoltaibh,a bhr�aithir na bhf��orfhlaith do th�ainigh go d��reach8 mar at�a fhios ag lucht sgr��dhte na Gaodhilge.An Ghaodhilge do shao��dhfeach mar th�eirnidh go d��reachan gh�eagso go f��ormhaith don R�exfhuil,t�a tr�eitheach gan ch��nteacht, l�an d'�eifeacht is d'��ntleacht12 's is n�eamhgheal a ghnao�� is a chaobhchneas.N�� l�eir dhom ar aoidhonchor mar �e aguin sa taoidhiobhsochuim r�eighte gach mao��ne bh��och tr�eithlag,'s �o L�eimchon go tao��de dob �eachtach do sh��nsear16 'na r�eidhbhailte a' d��onamh na f�eile.7In eagar ag G. Murphy `Poems of exile by Uilliam mac Bar�uin Dealbhna', �Eigse6 (1948{52) 8{15.8Feic O. Bergin, Irish bardic poetry (eag. D. Greene, F. Kelly, Dublin 1970) 139{41d�an 35.9T�a c�upla leathanach den l�aimhleabhar so le feiscint ag J. T. Gilbert (eag.), Fac-similes of national manuscripts of Ireland IV.1 (Dublin 1884) x xxii. D��oladh anl�aimhleabhar ar ceant i Sotheby's Shasana tamall �o shoin: $6,500 a chuaigh s�e.



460 cead plean�ala �a lorg ag fileF�eile agus ��untas t�a 'n �einfeacht am r�unsa,daonnacht is ci�uineacht is b�eusa;'s�e an tsaorfhlaith gheal mh�uinte is fe�arr tr�eithe agus cl�umheas20 d�ar l�eir dhom sa ch�uige r�e ch�eile.N��l saorfhuil d�a �uirde d�a thr�eine nach �urmaith't�a i ngaodhal isteach dl�uth ar mo laochsa,is mo ch�ead beannacht l�uigim id' aonacht mar chumhdach24 's an chraobh agad f�uigim tar ch�eadaibh.An chraobh agad f�agbhuim tar ch�eudaibh a cCl�arluirca ndaonucht, a cc�ailibh 'sa ttr�eithibh,a gh�eag leabhuir t�ainigh do laochraibh ab �arsath28 d�ar th�eirnigh �o ardfhuil Mhidhl�eisius.Sliocht �eachtach na m�athar ba tr�ean seal le n�amhuid's is �e an buinne an mbe�arnuin an bhaoghuil,is mar d�earfach na t�ainte n��l b�eim a n-aon �ait ort32 n�a �eine dh�a tt�ainigh gach taobh dh��ot.Chuim �eirlig do dh��onamh ar ch�eadaibh d�a nao��bhdedob �eachtach do sh��nsear maith re�obhatsa,'s is �eagnach iad s��nte r�e ch�eile na tao��sig36 do l�eigfeach na f��onta ar na sl�oighte.N��l �eineach ar aoidhionchor mar �e aguin sa taoibhiobhsochum r�eidhte gach mao��ne bheidheach tr�eithlag,'s �o L�eimchon go tao��de dob �eachtach do sh��nsear40 'na r�eighbhailte a' d��onamh na f�eile.F�ailte is m��le an ghleabhanso dhon tsheabhacso dhon ro��ghfhuil �ard,Is gr�adhbhur caoin 's is carthanach 's is fearamhuil 's is f��ormhaith c�ail,Na t�ainte ad chlao��n go bhfeacathar go rathfar maith sa t��r le r�a,'S ar ghr�asaibh Cr��osd n�ar chailliomh th�u agus tabhuir dom ceart sl��gheBOTH�AIN.Domhnall �O Hichthigheirnn cct.N�OTA�I T�EACSASa ch�or�u so, n��l aon athr�u d�eanta agam ar fhoirmeacha focal n�a ar ghram-adach na bunscr��bhinne.13 n�� l�eir dhom ar aoidhionchor mar �e aguin sa taoibhiobhso: an locht at�aar an l��ne seo t�a s�e leighiste ag an bh�le i l��ne 37, agus n��l ach san dedhifr��ocht idir an d�a rann so. 14 chuim r�eighte gach mao��ne: dealra��onn s�egur mbu��ne ba ch�oir a bheith anso, p�e c�uis a bh�� ag an bh�le leis an ur�u achur ann.22 N�� fuiriste an l��ne seo a dh�eanamh amach ar an l�amhscr��bhinn mar gobhfuil an p�aip�ear caite �o bheith �llte.44 is tabhuir fuaron dom : : : a bh�� ag an bh�le ar dt�uis, ach d'athruigh s�ean chaint ar mhaithe leis an modh d��reach! D�aibh�� �O Cr�oin��nCol�aiste Ollscoile na Gaillimhe


