
ILFH�AS AR AINM CL�UITEACH(Cnogba > Knowth, Craud, Ballinacrad, Crewbane)1T �A tr�acht ar Chn�obha i scr��bhinn sa Ghaeilge �on 9�u haois (Byrne1967{8:383; f�each freisin �O Cathasaigh 1989:27{38) faoin bhfoirmCnogba, Cnodba de ghn�ath. P�e m��ni�u n�o p�e bun�us at�a leis an ainm,t�a 
�uirse �anaise �on luath-Ghaeilge air agus t�a an fhoirm cinnte d�a r�eirsin. Is �� stair an ainm faoi r�eimeas na Normannach agus a n-oidhr�� is�abhar don aiste seo.Buna��odh pr��omhmhainistir an Oird Chist�eirsigh in �Eirinn, .i. Mel-lifont, sa bhliain 1142. Coisreacadh a teampall agus bronnadh talamhagus saibhreas eile ar an mhainistir sa bhliain 1157. Ar an �oc�aid seo der�eir Ann�ala Uladh, bhronn Muircheartach �O Lochlainn, r�� �Eireann, bailear na manaigh ag Droichead �Atha, .i. `Finnabhair-na-n-ingean', maraonle heallach agus seasca uinge �oir, agus bhronn Donnchadh �O Cearbhaill,r�� Oiriall, seasca uinge �oir orthu agus bhronn Dearbhorghaill N�� Mhaoil-sheachlainn seasca uinge �oir orthu agus freisin, m�as f��or do Archdall(1786:479), bhronn s�� cail��s �oir agus gr�eithre eile alt�orach orthu. Ba ��an Dearbhorghaill seo bean Thiarn�ain U�� Ruairc Bhr�eifne a d'imigh c�uigbliana roimhe sin, in 1152, le Diarmaid na nGall (O'Donovan 1856:1102{3) agus a bh�� de r�eir stairithe �airithe ina c�uis ind��reach le hionradh naNormannach ar �Eirinn. D�ala an sc�eil, bh�� Tiarn�an �O Ruairc f�ein i l�athairar �oc�aid choisreactha theampall na mainistreach. Bh�� an t-ord Nor-mannach Cist�eirseach ar bun i gceart in �Eirinn, mar sin, roimh theachtm��leata na Normannach. Fuair DiarmaidMac Murch�u b�as in 1171, agusmara��odh Tiarn�an �O Ruairc in 1172. Agus d�ala Dhearbhorghaille f�einis ��u a n�ot�ail anseo, faoi mar a n�ot�ail Ann�ala Uladh, gur sa mhainistirseo Dhroichead �Atha a fuair sise b�as sa bhliain 1193 in aois 85 bliana.1NODA: AL, Ainmleabhar na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais; BSM, Boundary SketchMap (an Chartlann N�aisi�unta); CDI, Calendar of documents relating to Ireland : : : ,1171{[1307 ] I{V (eag. H. S. Sweetman, G. F. Handcock, London 1875{86; athchl�o,Nendeln 1974); CGn, Cl�arlann na nGn��omhas (Registry of Deeds), Baile �Atha Cliath[tagairt�� de r�eir leabhair, leathanaigh agus gn��omhais]; CJR, Calendar of the Justi-ciary Rolls : : : of Ireland : : : : Edward I [1295{1307] I{II (eag. J. Mills, Dublin1905{1914) and Calendar of the Justiciary Rolls : : : of Ireland : : : : I to VII yearsof Edward II [1308{1314] (eag. H. Wood, A. E. Langman; leasaithe M. C. Gri�th,Dublin [1956]); CPR, Irish Patent Rolls of James I; facsimile of the Irish RecordCommissioners' calendar prepared prior to 1830 (foreword M. C. Gri�th, Dublin1966); Fiant, �o `Calendar to Fiants : : :', Henry VIII { Elizabeth I, 7th{22nd Reportsof the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records in Ireland, 1875{90; Inq.Lag., Inquisi-tionum in O�cio Rotulorum Cancellariae Hiberniae : : : repertorium: I. Lagenia(Dublin 1826); MA, R. Dodsworth andG. Dugdale,Monasticon anglicanum II (Lond-inum 1661); LSO, Litreacha na Suirbh�eireachtaOrdan�ais; �OC, leaganGaeilge d'ainmsan AL agus �e scr��ofa le d�uch ag Tom�as �O Conchubhair; �OD, leagan d'ainm san ALagus �e scr��ofa ag Se�an �O Donnabh�ain; pl, leaganGaeilge d'ainm san AL agus �e scr��ofale peann luaidhe; R.Pat.Cl., Rotulorum Patentium et Clausorum Cancellariae Hiber-niae calendarium I Hen. II { Hen. VII (eag. E. Tresham, Dublin 1828).Celtica 21 c
 Institi�uid Ard-l�einn Bhaile �Atha Cliath 1990



524 art �o maolfabhailMaidir le mainistir na gCist�eirseach i nDroichead �Atha, An Mhainis-tir Mh�or mar a tugadh n��os d�eana�� uirthi, cuireadh ar bhonn n��os l�aidref�os �� nuair a bhronn r�� Shasana a l�an tailte breise uirthi sa bhliain 1177(Archdall 1786:480) agus tuilleadh ar��s sa bhliain 1203. As sin go dt��gur scor r�� Shasana na mainistreacha sa bhliain 1541 bh�� lear m�or dentalamh siar �o Dhroichead �Atha, mar aon le tailte eile agus cearta �eags�ulaeile ar n�os cearta iascaireachta ar na haibhnte, i seilbh Mhellifont.Go bun�usach, is cos�uil gur bronnadh tailte fairsinge uirthi in 1177 ardh�a thaobh na B�oinne agus ar dh�a thaobh na M�aiteoige a shn��onn isteachsa Bh�oinn �on taobh thuaidh, c�uig chilim�eadar siar �o l�ar Dhroichead �Athaan lae inniu. Is f�eidir an chuid is m�o de na 14 r�eimse talaimh a luaiteari ndeontas 1177 a aithint inniu mar ainmneacha ar bhailte fearainn. T�aCn�obha ina measc sin. Is cos�uil go bhfreagra��onn an ch�ead cheithreainmneacha do bhruach na B�oinne agus na M�aiteoige ar an taobh �othuaidh, an ch�ead ch�uig eile do bhruach na B�oinne ar an taobh �o dheasagus an ch�uig dheireannach do thalamh i ngabhal an d�a abhann. Mar isl�eir ar an l�earsc�ail is sa ghabhal sin at�a Cn�obha agus freisin S�� an Bhr�uagus Dubhadh. Gan amhras t�a bailte fearainn ann inniu i limist�earginear�alta an deontais ar l�eir gurb ainmneacha iad a cumadh i bhfadn��os d�eana��, agus is d�ocha gur f�eidir glacadh leis d�a bhr�� sin gur fairsing��achar chuid de na seanaonaid n�a achar na mbailte fearainn a bhfuilainmneacha na seanaonad anois orthu.Deir Se�an �O Donnabh�ain (O'Donovan 1862:iv n. 18) gur d�ocha goraibh Cn�obha mar ainm ar an r�eigi�un a dtugtar bar�untacht Shl�aineUachtarach air. Freagra��onn an bhar�untacht sin do limist�ear at�a laistighde ghabhal na B�oinne agus na M�aiteoige agus a sh��neann beagnach �checilim�eadar siar �o chomhrac na n-abhann. Tharl�odh go raibh an r�aiteassin U�� Dhonnabh�ain f��or tr�ath d�a raibh faoi mar a ainmn��tear ContaeBhaile �Atha Cliath inniu �on gcathair f�ein. N�� m�oide, �amh, go raibh s�ef��or sa 12�u haois �os rud �e go bhfuil Cn�obha liostaithe i measc na 14 r�eimsetalaimh a bronnadh ar na manaigh agus ar bailte fearainn inaitheantaiad go l�eir beagnach inniu.knowthSeo leanas an fhianaise ar Chn�obha at�a cruinnithe as foins�� nachfoins�� Gaeilge:1177 Cnogva, grange Archdall 1786:4801185{6 Cnogva Smith 1846:1591238 Cnogna MA II:1030a1253 Cnogvam' CDI II:261306 Knouthe CJR II:3221349 Cnogna MA II:1030b[1349?] Knouthe MA II:1030b1359 Cnowyth R.Pat.Cl. 79/951359 Cnowyth R.Pat.Cl. 79/118
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526 art �o maolfabhail1380 Knothe R.Pat.Cl. 108/35(1176) Cnomodh (caislen a C.) �O hInnse 1947:6021541 Knoythe White 1943:2181541 Kinoythe Archdall 1786:4871541 Knoythe Fiant 2541551 Knoithe Fiant 7791566 Knoyth Fiant 8891605 Knoithe CPR 68a1612 Knowthe otherwise Noyth CPR 230b1620 Knowthe alias Knoithe CPR 462a1628 Knowth Inq.Lag. 401654 Knowth Simington 1940:352/151812 Nowthe (2) Larkin 18121836 Nowth AL �o BSMcnu AL:pl, �OCcnu dubh and b�an AL:pl, �OCcru AL:pl, �OCm�ota chnu AL:pl, �OCcnu dubh, cr�u { by some AL:d�uch, �OCKnowthdu� AL:�ODKnowth AL:�OD1836 Knowth called by the Irish Knoo-wa LSO 58/152craud, ballinacradT�a mionchur s��os ag George Eogan (1967{8) ar an tochailt a rinn-eadh ar Chn�obha sna blianta 1962{5. Ag gabh�ail leis an bp�aip�ear sint�a aguis��n leis an Ollamh Francis John Byrne a thugann l�eargas cuim-sitheach ar Chn�obha mar a thr�achtar sa stair ar an ionad cl�uiteach sin.Ag f��ordheireadh an aguis��n t�a an r�aiteas seo:Dr Price, however, draws attention to the name `Craud' whichappears on the Ordnance Survey map between Knowth and Dowth,and wonders whether it is an old name. Could it possibly be aby-form of Knowth, showing the common substitution of cr for cn?(Byrne 1967{8:400 n. 71).In ainmleabhar na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais do phar�oiste Dubhadh /Dowth, i mbar�untacht Shl�aine Uachtarach i gContae na M��, deirtear `Theonly village [is �e sin, sa phar�oiste] is Craud' (AL:21). Agus l�eitear `Ahamlet of about 12 houses all ground 
oor mud houses thatched. It isabout 28 perches N[orth] of the road from Slane to Drogheda' (ibid.:11).T�a an l�athair sin ainmnithe ar na l�earsc�aileanna s�e orlaigh in aghaidhan mh��le in eagr�ain 1836 agus 1912.2T�a an fhoirm Ghaeilge seo i scr��bhinn �on 15�u haois at�a faoi thionchar foins��Normannacha.



ilfh�as ar ainm cl�uiteach 527Ar leathanach `Craud' san ainmleabhar bh��odh bileog bheag p�aip�eirgreamaithe le dh�a bhl�uire de ch�eir s�ealaithe. T�a an bhileog sractha anoisde agus �� scaoilte. An m�eid seo uirthi i nd�uch:There is a village in Dowth Pa[rish] called Crawd so spelled to me,the meaning of which I was told is The Co�n Town. At the back ofone of the houses is a large mass of Greenstone, one of the erraticblocks.3 May not therefore the orthography be derived from cr�uada stone; if so, is the English spelling to be croad. I should like toknow this before I put the name on the plan.H[enry] Tucker L[ieutenant] R[oyal] Eng[inee]rs10 Feb[ruary] 1836[chuig] L[ieutenan]t LarcomN�ota�� air sin mar leanas: (1) `What say you? / T[homas] A[iskew]L[arcom] / 11 Feb[ruary 18]36 / [chuig] Mr O'Donovan'. (2) `*Cruad isnot a stone. I think it is better to write it Craud. / J[ohn] O'D[onovan]'.(3) `*Vide O'Brien's Irish Dictionary, 2nd Edition p. 135: Cr�uad, astone as stated on the 1st page. / H[enry] Tucker / L[ieutenant] R[oyal]Eng[inee]rs / 8 June 1836'. Agus iad seo le peann luaidhe: (4) `I haveheard it pronounced (quasi) Cr�a-idh by persons resident in it. / H[enry]T[ucker]'. (5) `Sco�n town not Co�nstown / at the back of HughBrien's house'. Is cos�uil gurb �e Tom�as �O Conchubhair, c�unt�oir She�ainU�� Dhonnabh�ain sa ph�airc, a scr��obh (5), agus t�a `Hugh Brien in Cnaid'le peann luaidhe aige ar an leathanach inn�eacsa san ainmleabhar.Is �e Crade Village a mhol �O Donnabh�ain ar dt�us mar litri�u B�earlaach t�a l��ne curtha tr��d sin agus Craud scr��ofa os a chionn.Mar seo a thr�achtar ar an ainm sa ghn�athbhealach san ainmleabhar(lch 11):1836 Craud, village AL:received namecraud AL:orthographycr�a�aid AL:pronunciationbaile na cr�aide AL:plballi-ne-crade (popular spelling) AL:plBaile na cr�aide [cnaide os a chionn] AL:d�uchIs cos�uil �on m�eid sin gurbh ionann Craud agus Ballinacrad.Leathmh��le soir �o dheas �o Craud ar l�earsc�ail 1912 agus f�os i mbailefearainn Dhubhadh/Dowth t�a Ballinacrad ina ainm ar theach, mar adheimhn��tear in ainmleabhar athbhreithnithe na Suirbh�eireachta (1909):`applies to a private residence'. B��odh n�ar cuireadh Ballinacrad ar anl�earsc�ail go dt�� t�us an 20�u haois, agus nach raibh an teach a luaitear areagr�an 1836 d�en l�earsc�ail, bh�� an t-ainm in �us�aid go luath sa 18�u haois.Is ionann go bun�usach, dar liom, an d�a ainm Craud agus Ballinacradagus is suimi�uil an chaoi inar fh�as an d�a ainm le hais a ch�eile.3T�a an chloch marc�ailte ar dhr�eachtl�earsc�ail na Suirbh�eireachta don phar�oiste,1836.



528 art �o maolfabhailSeo leanas an fhianaise stairi�uil at�a tiomsaithe ar Ballinacrad:1725 Ballynecrede (the village of) CGn 46.397.291281733 Ballonacrada CGn 72.526.518311736 Ballynacrade (the village of) CGn 86.69.593361749 Ballynecrade (town and lands of) CGn 136.503.922491776 Ballynecrada (town and lands of: : : Ballynacrad) CGn 315.124.208980Bh�� an B��oc�unta Netterville p�airteach mar thiarna talaimh i ngach gn��omhasd��obh sin thuas agus beidh tr�acht ar��s ar mhuintir Netterville anseo arball. I gc�as ghn��omhas 1776 de is g�a ioml�an�u a dh�eanamh ar an tagairt:`That part of the town and lands of Ballynecrada otherwise Sco�ngtownotherwise Sca�oldstown otherwise Sca�oldtown otherwise Ballynacradthen in the possession of Francis Berril and Andrew Maguire'.N�� l�eir c�e acu an bhfuil gaol br�� n�o eile idir Craud, Ballinacrad,agus na hainmneacha aisteacha sin Sco�ngtown agus Sca�oldstown. Isfurasta an focal croch, mar shampla, a shamhailt in �eirim aistri�u teangasa ch�as seo. Agus f�each mar at�a The Co�n Town ag lucht na Suir-bh�eireachta Ordan�ais in 1836.N��or aims��odh aon fhianaise ar an ainm Craud mar logainm ar leithn��os luaithe n�a na tagairt�� i gc�aip�eis�� na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais. Iscos�uil, mar sin, gurb ionann `the village of Ballynecrede' (CGn 1725),`the village of Ballynacrade' (CGn 1736) agus `Craud, village' (AL 1836).Sco�ngtown an t-ainm at�a ar l�earsc�ail Larkin (1812) in �ait Craud agust�a an chuma ar an sc�eal �o shu��omh an tsr�aid��n ar an l�earsc�ail gur sean-sr�aidbhaile �e a f�agadh ar leataobh nuair a t�ogadh b�othar nua { am �eiginsan 18�u haois is d�ocha. Deirtear in ainmleabhar phar�oiste Dhubhadh gursa phar�oiste sin a bh�� sr�aidbhaile Craud suite, ach m�as ea is ar �eigean �e.T�a s�e an-ghar do theorainn thoir an phar�oiste i dtreo Chn�obha, mar isl�eir ar an l�earsc�ail.par�oiste dhubhadh/dowthAonad neamhghn�ach is ea Dubhadh/Dowth, a thugann ainm donphar�oiste lena bhfuil Craud luaite. T�a tr�acht ar an ainm in Ann�alaUladh faoin mbliain 863 (Mac Airt agus Mac Niocaill 1983:318{19).Faoin mbliain 1170 in Ann�ala R��oghachta �Eireann deirtear gur loisc-eadh �e mar aon le h�aiteanna eile sa Mh�� (O'Donovan 1856:1176{7). Is�e at�a in Dubhadh r�eimse talaimh timpeall ceithre chilim�eadar ar fadat�a i bhf��orghabhal na B�oinne agus na M�aiteoige, agus tar �eis mhaoini�ufhlaithi�uil Mhainistir Mhellifont sa bhliain 1177 f�agadh Dubhadh mar abheadh ina oile�an i gcro��-l�ar tailte na mainistreach sin at�a in abhantrachan d�a abhann (Conway 1958:l�earsc�ail I). Bhronn Hugo de Lacy Dubhadhar phri�oireacht Aibhist��neach Llandewi Nant Hodni / Llanthony, saBhreatain Bheag, timpeall na bliana 1185 (Brooks 1953:xvi) agus leanDubhadh ina seilbh sin go dt�� deireadh an 13�u haois (CDI II:5, 1292{3).



ilfh�as ar ainm cl�uiteach 529Sa bhliain 1306 t�a tr�acht ar mhain�ear Dhubhadh a bheith ag NicholasNetterville (CJR I:176) agus, mar a chonacthas thuas, bh�� muintir Net-terville f�os ann san 18�u haois.Sa 17�u haois �air��odh Dubhadh ina phar�oiste ann f�ein, b��odh nachraibh ach dh�a bhaile fearainn ann, Dubhadh a bh�� an-mh�or agus Baile anPhr�utartaigh / Proudfootstown in oirthear an phar�oiste agus �e measar-tha beag. Deirtear i Civil Survey 1654 go raibh Dubhadh ar fad beagnachi seilbh `Sir John Netterville of Dowth, Irish Papist'. De r�eir an tsuirbh�ech�eanna bh�� a l�an de na tailte sa d�uthaigh sin a bh��odh i seilbh Mhellifonttr�ath ag `Lord Charles Moore of Mellifont Protestant proprietor'. Bh��Cn�obha ina measc si�ud, gan amhras.SeanGhaill Chaitliceacha ba ea muintir Netterville agus iad san �ait�on 13�u n�o 14�u haois. NuaGhaill Phrotast�unacha a bh�� i muintir Moore,a th�ainig isteach sa 16�u haois agus a fuair seilbh ar thailte Mhellifont sabhliain 1566.Is�� an cheist at�a le r�eiteach an bhf�eadfadh an difr��ocht �o thaobh creid-imh de a bh�� idir tiarna talaimh Dhubhadh/Dowth agus tiarna talaimhChn�obha/Knowth a bheith ina ch�uis le foirmeacha difri�ula den ainm abheith i r�eim le hais a ch�eile. Go h�airithe t�a an cheist ann an ionannCraud na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais agus an t-ainm Knowth. An bhfuiltraidisi�uin �eags�ula teanga anseo?Samhla��tear domsa gurb �e at�a in Craud agus in Ballinacrad foirmathGhaelaithe de Knowth agus a leith�eid ar foirm Bh�earlaithe �e f�ein denbhunfhoirm Ghaeilge Cn�obha (< Cnogba). Chiall�odh an tuiscint seo aran sc�eal, m�as f��or d�o, go dt�ainig an Ghaeilge ar ais i r�eim i nd�uthaighBh�earlaithe am �eigin idir an 15�u haois agus t�us an 18�u haois. Bheadhan t-athr�u kn go kr n�ad�urtha i ngluaiseacht chom�onta den s�ort nuair achuirtear an tr�eimhse agus an ceantar san �aireamh.T�a Cn�obha inniu ina bhaile fearainn measartha beag (313 acra, 127heicte�ar) agus suite ann t�a an dumha m�or adhlachta a t�ogadh c�uigmh��le bliain �o shin. T�a s�e seo m��le siar, �amh, �o shr�aidbhaile Craud, at�asuite, mar a d�uradh thuas, i bpar�oiste agus i mbaile fearainn Dubhadh.N�� amh�ain sin ach t�a bailte fearainn eile f�os anois idir Cn�obha agusDubhadh, mar at�a, Baile Pheadac / Balfeddock agus cuid de bhailefearainn S�� an Bhr�u / Newgrange. T�a �anaise againn �o 1349 (Archdall1786:482) ar an d�a bhaile fearainn sin, ach is d�ocha nach bhfuil siad maraonaid agus mar ainmneacha mor�an n��os sine n�a an d�ata sin. P�e sc�eal�e, t�a siad i bhfad n��os �oige mar ainmneacha n�a Cn�obha agus Dubhadh,agus is d�ocha gur f�eidir glacadh leis go raibh Cn�obha agus Dubhadhcomhtheorainneach tr�ath.crewbaneAr l�earsc�ail na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais t�a baile fearainn ar a bhfuilCrewbane de r�eir litri�u B�earla na Suirbh�eireachta. T�a an baile fearainnseo teorainneach le Cn�obha ar an taobh thoir d�o agus le Sl�aine ar antaobh thiar d�o. C�e gur fairsinge �e n�a baile fearainn Cn�obha, 368 acra



530 art �o maolfabhail(149 heicte�ar) in aghaidh 313 acra (126 heicte�ar), n�� luaitear �e ar chorar bith i Civil Survey 1654. Deirtear sa suirbh�e sin `the towne, mannorand lands of Slane aforesaid, are bounded on the east with the landsof Knowth and Cashell'. Baile fearainn is ea An Caiseal / Cashel inniuagus is cos�uil mar sin gur cuid de sheanbhaile fearainn Cn�obha at�a saCrewbane seo. Taca��onn an l��on acra�� a chuirtear s��os do Chn�obha saCivil Survey leis an tuairim seo. Is gn�ach timpeall 40% de l��on acra�� anlae inniu a bheith i dtomhas an Civil Survey sa cheantar seo. De r�eir anchoibhnis sin d'fhreagr�odh an 253 acra a �air��tear faoi Chn�obha i 1654do 632 acra sa l�a inniu. M�a shuim��tear Cn�obha agus Crewbane inniu is�e 368 m�oide 313 an t-ioml�an .i. 681 acra.N��or aims��odh �anaise is luaithe n�a 1801 ar an ainm seo. Tuairisc-��tear sa bhliain sin gur chaill Edward Berill `of Newgrange' c�uis dl�� lePatrick Keating agus luaitear `the lands of Knowth otherwise Croobawn'(CGn 561.15.372620). Sa bhliain 1803 luann William Berrill `my landsof Crobawn' (CGn 550.419.366125). An bhliain ch�eanna sin 1803 igconradh idir Robert Colello (Costello?) `of Janeville' i mbaile fear-ainn Sl�aine/Slane agus William Berrill `of Knowth' luaitear the `landsof Croobawn otherwise Knowth' (CGn 555.238.371176). Is l�eir nachionannas is ciall do otherwise anseo ach cuid��ochas, is �e sin, gur tuigeadhgo bhf�eadfa�� f�eachaint ar Croobawn mar chuid de Chn�obha agus nachraibh stadas ioml�an neamhspl�each mar bhaile fearainn bainte amach agCroobawn f�os ag an am sin.San ainmleabhar faoin ainm Crewbane t�a scr��ofa ag Tom�as �O Con-chubhair, c�unt�oir She�ain U�� Dhonnabh�ain, cn�u b�an le peann luaidheagus ar��s cn�u b�an le d�uch. Cnoghbha b�an, white Knowth a scr��obh�O Donnabh�ain f�ein san ainmleabhar agus an n�ota seo leanas le cois:`Cnoghbha is vulgarly pronounced Cru here but the names should notbe made di�erent in the two divisions of the same townland'.Is �e Knowthbane a mhol Se�an �O Donnabh�ain ar dt�us mar litri�u B�earlaar an bhaile fearainn seo san ainmleabhar ach t�a l��ne tr��d an litri�u sinagus t�a Crewbane scr��ofa �os a chionn i ndearg.Is l�eir go raibh �O Donnabh�ain ag iarraidh foirm Bh�earla a mholadha thiocfadh leis an bhf��oras teanga, dar leis, ach is l�eir chomh maith gurgheall le hathr�u ioml�an ainm �� an fhoirm Bh�earla a mhol s�e, mar gogcoth�odh s�e fuaimni�u a bheadh difri�uil go maith �on bhfoirm d�a seasannCrewbane agus Crobawn agus Croobawn mar at�a i bh�anaise Chl�arlannna nGn��omhas. N��or ligeadh a cheann le h�O Donnabh�ain sa ch�as seo.suimi�uT�a foirmeacha �eags�ula againn, mar sin, ar an ainm seanda seo, ainmnach �os, d�air��re, c�e chomh sean is at�a s�e. (Is deacair liomsa a chreidi�uintnach ainm r�eamhCheilteach �e.)(a) T�a Cnogba, Cnodba ann �o r�e na seanGhaeilge agus t�a Cn�obhaairsean inniu mar ghn�athleagan Gaeilge.(b) Bh�� an fhoirmKnouthe air, mar Bh�earla is d�ocha, sa bhliain 1306



ilfh�as ar ainm cl�uiteach 531agus is deacair mura raibh s�e sin faoi thionchar Louthe agus Louethe,a bh�� mar fhoirmeacha B�earla go luath sa 14�u haois ar Lughmhagh(agus foirmeacha gaolmhara), an contae a bhfuil L�u inniu air. Is ��ua mheabhr�u, chomh maith, go bhf�eadfadh an baile Louth i Lincolnshirei Sasana tionchar a bheith aige �o th�us ar litri�u an chontae sin ag naNormannaigh. Maidir le Dowth a bheith ar Dubhadh, tagann s�e sin gomaith leis an ainmGaeilge. Caomhna��tear an -th i ndeireadh chuid mh�orlogainmneacha i mB�earla i dtuaisceart Ch�uige Laighean. Chomh maithlena bhfuil luaite cheana f�each Meath, Howth, Ratoath, Grangegeeth,Ardcath, Omeath agus an focal Gaeilge r�ath i dt�us agus i ndeireadhainmneacha. Is d�ocha go dt�ainig an fhoirm Knouthe �o fhoirm �eigin mar[knov�] (ag freagairt do Cnogba, Cnodba) agus gur fh�as an foirceann le-th faoi thionchar na n-ainmneacha eile den ts�ort a luadh. Thit s�e seoamach sa 14�u haois ar a dh�eana��, de r�eir dealraimh. Seachas Noyth sabhliain 1612 n�� fheictear rian de dheacracht ag na B�earl�oir�� le kn-.(c) T�a Ballinacrad sa bh�anaise �on 18�u haois agus �on 20�u haois.(d) T�a Crad, Craud sa bh�anaise sa 19�u haois agus is r��shuimi�uil �ean l�eiri�u ar ` \�o" { tr�eith chonsp�oideach' (Mac �Einr�� [1983]). AthGhael�u�e seo, dar liom, ar Knowth an traidisi�uin Bh�earla.(e) Crewbane, Crobawn, Croobawn. N�� bhfuarthas �anaise scr��ofa aran bhfoirm seo go dt�� an 19�u haois. An �e nach raibh s�e ann sa chaintroimhe sin? Deacair �e sin a chreidi�uint. Is �e is d�ocha gurb �e seo traidisi�unlean�unach sinsearach na Gaeilge agus kn/kr ag luascadh mar is dual d�osa d�uthaigh seo agus mar a fheictear in Ainmleabhar na Suirbh�eireachtaOrdan�ais.T�a ceithre foirmeacha eags�ula den aon ainm againn i dtraidisi�un anBh�earla dar liom,Knowth ar baile fearainn �e, Crewbane ar baile fearainn�e, Craud ar ainm sr�aidbhaile �e agus Ballinacrad ar ainm t�� �e.N�� neamhghn�ach ar chor ar bith �eags�ulacht traidisi�un i gc�as log-ainmneacha i mb�eal an phobail agus go h�airithe nuair a bh��onn n��osm�o n�a an t-aon teanga amh�ain ag obair ar an ainm. F�each mar sham-pla Ceanannas, 30 cilim�eadar siar �o Chn�obha. Ceanannas na M�� adeirtear leis. I dtaobh an chloigth�� ar an mbaile sin d�uradh ag t�us na19�u haoise `It is called by the country people \Clugash Kanadus" [.i.Clog�as Cheanannais], which signi�es \the Belfry of Kells" ' (Thompson1802:xi). I s�uile an ghn�athdhuine n�� r�o-chos�uil lena ch�eile at�a an d�afhoirm sin Kanadus agus Kells i gcomhth�eacs B�earla. Mar an gc�eanna,dar liom, leis na foirmeacha Knowth, Balllinacrad, Craud agus Crew-band : n�� l�eir go coitianta anois gur don aon bhunainm Gaeilge Cn�obhaa sheasann siad.44T�aim bu��och de Sti�urth�oir na Suirbh�eireachta Ordan�ais as cead�u dom an t-altseo a fhoilsi�u. T�aim bu��och de mo chomhleaca��, Nollaig �O Mura��le, as a chomhairleagus as a chabhair agus de Vincent Steadman as an l�earsc�ail a tharraingt.
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