


Fergus came to stay...
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The three nets of a king are: his household, his stud of
horses and his herd of cattle.The king receives four
legal pence for every steer found among his cattle. And
the same for every horse among his horses.

The three nets of a breyr are: his stud of horses, and his
herd of cattle and his herd of swine. For every beast of
their kind that shall be found among them from the
calends of May to the time of reaping, the bondman
receives four pence.

The three nets of a bondman are: his cattle, and his
swine, and his winter residence. For every beast found
among them from the calends of May until the time of
reaping, the bondman receives fourpence.

Bleg 107.18-108.4, Blegtr 101.20-30.









Terms for Cattle

Buwch/bulbuu (Olr bo) =mature female
Tarw (Olr tarb) =bull

Llo (Olr loig)=calf

Dinawed =calf between | and 2 years
Anner (Mid Ir ainder)= heifer

Enderig (cf ainder) =bullock

Eidion =neutered male cattle kept for meat
Eidion Moel (cf Olr moil) = hornless steer
Cynfflith (first milk) =heifer with its first calf
Ych (Olr Oss)= gelded cow or ox

Cows with horns as long as their ears =year old
cows of the black cattle type.

Gwaartheg, Da,Alaf = words for a herd



The primary value of the cattle as food is
emphasised in the gwestfa and dawnbwyd
payments. The gwesifa, literally ‘sleeping place’,
payments were the payments made to the king or
regalian lord by his land-holding nobles in lieu of
nis right to claim lodging and provision in a
freeman’s hall. The dawnbwyd, namely the "gift of
food’, was owed by the villeins to their lords.The
Blegywryd list of gwestfa payments included the
carcase of an ox. The summer dawnbwyd included
a fat cow without skin or entrails, butter, cheese
and milk.
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Delwedd o'r tarw du perffaith, Portrayal of the ideal Welsh Black
Element of Agriculture, W. Fream, Bull, Elements of Agriculture,
1892 W. Fream, 1892
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Delwedd o'r tarw du perffaith, Portrayal of the ideal Welsh Black
Element of Agriculture, W. Fream, Bull, Elements of Agriculture,
1892 W. Fream, 1892
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The Cattle cry of the Lady of the
Lake.

Mu wilfrech; Moelfrech
Mu olfrech, Gwynfrech
Pedair cae tonnfrech
Yr hen wynebwen

A’r las Geingen

Gyda’r tarw gwyn

O lys y brenin

A’r llo du bach

Sydd ar y bach

Dere dithau adref......

Pedwar eidion glas

Brindled cow bald speckled
Brindled cow white speckled
Four field sward mottled
The old white faced one,
And the grey Geingen

With the white bull

From the court of the king
And the little black calf

Tho suspended on the hook
Come you home...

The four grey oxen



Glamorgan
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Wild cow










Cows as the providers of nourishment

VSB 31,The Life of Cadog

But that hermit possessed no worldly goods except one cow in
calf, the best of all in that province, by whose abundance of milk
the hermit himself and his twelve ministers were sufficiently
supplied; which cow the aforesaid thieves vilely stole.

VSB 239, Life of Cybi

$9... His kinsman by name Cyngar was an old man, for whom
the aforesaid man of God bought a cow and calf, since he had
been able to eat no solid food by reason of old age.

VS, Life of Tatheus

$7 With him there was given to his teacher one cow, so
abounding in milk, that by her the seven disciples with their
master had food through summer and autumn time.









Deio ap leuan Du

Y tarw cu o'r tir y [i} cad

A wisg erlont ysgarlad:

Cyrn mal yn deyrn y dwg,
Mawr gwynion yn Morgannwg:
Gwallt grych er edrych lle’r el
Golwg carw dan glog cwrel,
A'i ruban, is yr abid....

Rhoi anner un rhieni

A’r tarw a wnaut i'n tir ni:
Hoffi el chwrsi o chaid ,

Hi a'i gwr dan hug euraid...

Dreigiau ynt o rywogaeth

| ennill loi ynn a llaeth.

Y ddraig goch ddyry cychwyn...
Ar ucha'r llall ar ochr liwyn;

Yn hael ni bu yn helw neb,
Eidionau un odineb. ........

The caring bull was had from the land
Who sports a scarlet garland,

He sports horns like a prince —

Great white ones in Glamorgan

Hair which parts [for him] to see where he
goes

The look of a stag beneath a coral cloak
And his ribbon, beneath the habit.

You would give a heifer of the same st
As the bull to our land,

Enjoying her coursing if it be had,

She and her husband beneath a golden
hood

They are dragons of breeding

To produce calves for us and milk.

The red dragon makes a start

On top of the other at the edge of the
grove,

He was not generous for anyone's benefit,
Steers of the one illicit union.






