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Through this cycle route you 
will get a glimpse into 

Schrödinger’s life 
in Dublin

During his 
years in Dublin, 

Erwin Schrödinger 
cycled daily from his home in 

Clontarf to DIAS at Merrion Square

26 Kincora Road, Clontarf. 
Schrödinger's home in Dublin

Fairview Park
Resting spot
 
Samuel Beckett Bridge 
View of Dublin Port

Erwin Schrödinger 
Theatre,  Trinity College 
Dublin. Site of ‘What is Life’ 
lecture

64-65 Merrion Square 
(facing South). Original 
location of DIAS

Merrion Square (facing 
West) Government buildings

5 Merrion Square (facing 
North) The current location 
of DIAS Geophysic

Patrick Kavanagh Statue, 
Grand Canal.

10 Burlington Road.
DIAS headquarters
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Cycling Route
Total distance approx. 10km

For more information on Schrödinger 
in Dublin, and the relevance of each 

stop, please log on to 
www.dias.ie/schrodinger-cycle
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Please note, stops 
on this route are 
intended as stopping 
points only. The 
buildings are not 
open to the public

26 Kincora Road, Clontarf 
Schrödinger’s home in Dublin

Fairview Park
Resting spot
 
Samuel Beckett Bridge 
View of Dublin Port

Erwin Schrödinger 
Theatre,  Trinity College 
Dublin Site of ‘What is Life?’ 
lecture* 

64-65 Merrion Square 
(facing South) Schrödinger’s 
Office/Original DIAS site

Merrion Square (facing 
West) Government buildings

5 Merrion Square (facing 
North).The current location 
of DIAS Geophysics

Patrick Kavanagh Statue, 
Grand Canal

10 Burlington Road
DIAS headquarters

*The grounds of Trinity College 
are currently closed to the public.

Kindly supported by 



Erwin 
Schrödinger 
Theatre,  
Trinity College *

The site of Schrödinger’s famous 1943 lectures on ‘What is 
Life?’. Through these lectures Schrödinger laid out his 
revolutionary idea that the genetic code should reside in a 
macromolecule, an “aperiodic crystal” in his words. This idea 
sparked the eventual discovery of the structure of DNA by 
James Watson and Francis Crick, as witnessed by a letter 
written by Crick, archived in the Institute. * The grounds of 
Trinity College are currently closed to the public.

26 Kincora 
Road, 
Clontarf
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Government 
buildings,
Merrion Square
While the initial establishment of DIAS took a lot of 
convincing in the Dáil, it stands today as a cultural landmark. 
The foundation of DIAS was the first major investment in 
scientific research and discovery by the new Irish State. 
Éamon de Valera took a close interest in the activities of DIAS 
and regularly took time out from government business to 
attend lectures.

Home of Erwin Schrödinger, Anny Bertel, Hilde March and Ruth 
Schrödinger-Braunizer in Dublin. The Austrian-born Nobel Prize 
winning physicist Erwin Schrödinger first moved to Dublin in 
1939 after he was invited by Taoiseach Éamon de Valera. 

He was appointed Director of Theoretical Physics at the 
Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies (DIAS), situated in 
Merrion Square at the time, and each day he would make the 
cycle down from Clontarf.

Schrödinger’s 
Office/Original 

DIAS site
Only the second institute for advanced studies in the world 
(after Princeton), DIAS was founded in 1940 by Taoiseach 
Éamon de Valera. DIAS initially comprised two Schools, 
Theoretical Physics and Celtic Studies. 
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Samuel  
Beckett Bridge
Though not contemporary to Schrödinger, this bridge 
provides a convenient stop on the way to DIAS to recall the 
impact of Schrödinger’s work. He is best known for his 
foundational work on quantum theory. His famous wave 
equation describes the interactions of subatomic particles, and 
without it we would not have many essential modern technol-
ogies – computers, mobile phones, GPS, and MRI machines. 

He is also known for his famous cat thought experiment, 
which he used to highlight the absurdity of certain interpre-
tations of quantum theory. Einstein himself agreed with 
Schrödinger on this point, and the two had many discus-
sions on the topic.

On his cycle to DIAS Schrödinger would pass by Fairview 
Park and the North Strand. Like Schrödinger, this area was 
impacted by the Nazis and WW2. In 1941, just a few years after 
his arrival in Dublin, four bombs fell on the North Strand 
killing 28 people, injuring 90 more, and causing damage to 
over 300 homes.

Fairview 
Park

DIAS
headquarters 
since 1971, 10 
Burlington Road
Since Schrödinger, the Institute has hosted many incredible 
and remarkable researchers, including John Lighton Synge 
as Schrödinger’s successor, and Sheila Power-Tinney. Sheila 
was awarded a PhD in the mathematical sciences, in 1941, one 
of the first Irish women to obtain such a doctorate. Her work 
included papers written with Schrödinger and she went on 
to become a professor of mathematical physics at UCD in 
1966. Her portrait now hangs in this DIAS building.

Patrick Kavanagh 
Statue, Grand 
Canal
Schrödinger’s influence was not limited to scientific circles. 
Throughout his time in Ireland he made many literary and 
artistic connections in Dublin; his ground-breaking ideas, 
and even his character, serving as an inspiration for many 
writers and artists, including the late poet Patrick Kavanagh 
and writer “Myles na gCoppaleen.” In 2021, Professor Iggy 
McGovern published “Making Waves” a book of sonnets 
dedicated to Schrödinger.

Current 
location of 

DIAS Geophysics, 
5 Merrion Square

Since its original inception, DIAS has expanded, introducing 
the School of Cosmic Physics in 1947. Presently, this School 
consists of two sections: Geophysics and Astronomy – to 
study our planet and the universe.  The building was the 
location of a secret meeting between de Valera and General 
Smuts during the war of independence.


